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The major objective of further unification of world transport
therefore rests on the closer integration of rail and sea traffic,
but this is dependent on the removal, or at least the reduction,
of tariffs which are undoubtedly the chief obstacle in the way of
developing international trade. To what end has space been
conquered and travel times reduced if the advantages gained
by human ingenuity and skill cannot be utilized fully ? This is
more than a national question. Without adequate distribution,
world production of commodities is fettered, and consumption
levels are kept low. Those who would argue that this is no
concern of the political geographer overlook the fact that the
political structure of the State reflects the success or failure of
the economic activities of its people.
Conversely, nothing delays economic development more
than political instability and malaise.
"Plus la civilization prend un caractere economique, plus
la politique et 1'economique sont entremelees: plus aussi les
moyens de circulation sont multiples et perfectionnes, plus les
fails de transplantation humaine lies a toute exploitation
intensive de la terre deviennent d* abord nombreux et ensuite
varies."
wrote Jean Brunhes.1 In fine, circulation is one of the most
important means by which world society functions as a going
concern so that every obstacle to its successful working should
be removed.
Railways and the motor-car are comparative newcomers to
continental circulation, but rivers have served as highways since
very early times. The hydrographic system of south-eastern
England was exploited by the Saxon invaders of that territory;
Russia was for long dependent on its rivers for transport
purposes, and the great streams of the New World guided the
penetration of that continent by European immigrants. But
navigable rivers differ from their competitors as highways in so
far as the lines of movement on their waterways are antecedent
to the evolution of States in their modern form. All that man
can do is to improve the river's navigability, raise its carrying
1 La G&graphie Hwnaxne, Vol. i, p. 281, 4th edition, Paris, 1934.